
THE UNITED STATES OFAMERICA 

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING: 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
AUTHORIZED BY ACT OF CONGRESS JULY 9, 1918 

HAS AWARDED 

THE SILVER STAR 

TO 

SERGEANT JACOB L. BUTLER 
FOR 

GALLANTRY IN ACTION 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON 





WILLIAM S, WALLACE WH3r/ secretary of the army 

Lieutenant General, USA 
Commanding 



DA FORM 49B0-4, JAN 2000. Previous edition is obsolete. 



Narrative for Silver Star Award for 
SGT Jacob L. Butler 

On the morning of 1 Apr 03, three scout vehicles were given the mission to conduct a point recon of a 
bridge in the city of As Samawah. The scouts were to determine the classification of the bridge to 
determine the type of vehicles that the bridge could support as part of a pending assault across the river. 
SGT Butler's vehicle was the middle vehicle as they approached the bridge from the east. Upon arriving 
at the bridge SGT Butler positioned his vehicle facing south in order to provide over- watch as his fellow 
scouts dismounted to better observe the bridge. 

As SGT Butler was getting his vehicle into position the lead scout truck identified personnel on the north 
side of the river carrying weapons and rocket propelled grenades. Almost immediately, the lead scout 
vehicle came under enemy fire, with a rocket-propelled grenade impacting just in front of the vehicle 
commander's door. The explosion wounded the vehicle commander and blew the driver from the vehicle. 
SGT Butler immediately began maneuvering his vehicle into position to better support and assist his 
fellow scouts disengagement. As SGT Butler began maneuvering his vehicle into a better position to 
provide covering fire for the withdrawal of his fellow wounded scout and the other two scouts, his vehicle 
came under heavy enemy fire. Even as the enemy rounds were impacting the truck, SGT Butler 
continued to direct both his driver and gunner in the support of his comrades through a hail of 7.62 bullets 
less than 50 meters away. Once SGT Butler's comrades had maneuvered back to the trail scout vehicle 
for withdrawal his vehicle maneuvered in behind them to continue to provide cover as the scout section 
withdrew. During this maneuver under enemy fire, SGT Butler was mortally wounded. Medics at a near 
checkpoint attempted to save his life, but were unable to do so. SGT Butler's valorous actions, although 
fatal, enabled the safe withdrawal for the remaining seven soldiers of the reconnaissance patrol. His 
actions not only enabled the safe withdrawal of seven uninjured soldiers, but also saved the life of his two 
wounded comrades. Also due to his actions the scout mission was successful and resulted in a successful 
assault 2 days later across the very bridge that he died to gather information on. SGT Butler gave the 
ultimate sacrifice by giving his life for his country, but far greater than that, he died showing the greatest 
love a soldier can show, by laying his life down fo r hi s fr iends. 
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